
ries were told, people were 
healed. At the end, we had a 
healing service where each 
participant was given a special 
time of prayer for their particu-
lar needs. It was a wonderful 
time. 
  
We're going to do it again in a 
few months. If you served in a 
war zone, or if you know 
someone who did, and would 
like to try one of these retreats, 
please contact me and I'll get 
you the info you need. 
  
May God bless you as you 
celebrate the Easter Season 
and the glory of the bodily res-
urrection of Jesus.  

During Holy 
Week, Mary 
Ellen and I 
were part of a 
team on a re-
treat for com-
bat veterans 

(and, for those who were mar-
ried, for their spouses). We 
held it at the Christ The King 
Spiritual Life Center near our 
home here in Upstate New 
York. What a time it was! You 
may or may not be aware that 
for many combat veterans, 
there has been little closure or 
supportive debriefing of what 
they went through in combat. 
So this retreat was an explic-
itly Christian time of healing, a 

time for support and closure in 
a prayerful environment. We 
covered issues such as Post 
Traumatic Stress, of which 
each participant felt they had 
at least a little touch; reentry 
issues, the difficulties of 
a family reuniting after a pro-
longed separation; and de-
briefing the pain of being in a 
combat zone, areas including 
guilt, anger, and God. We had 
thought that this retreat would 
be for Iraq War veterans. It 
turned out that we had Viet-
nam War people as well as 
some Brits from the Northern 
Ireland Conflict. God put to-
gether a band of brothers and 
sister. Tears were shed, sto-
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Three Evangelism Training Events To Be Held In California:  
    the Bakersfield Sharing Our Faith Conference, and  Evangelism 101 Training Days in San Jose and Long Beach   

The Bakersfield 
Sharing Our 
Faith Confer-
ence, April 11-
13, will feature a 
Good News Ini-
tiative team of 

three, led by the Rev. Cn. Dr. 
Michael Green. Three Bakers-
field Anglican parishes, St. 
Paul's, All Saints' and St. 
Luke's, are hosting the event 
that will include a leadership 
training day on Friday ($20), a 
Friday evening worship service 
(free and open to all), and a full 

evangelism training day for eve-
ryone on Saturday ($40) with 
evangelistic preaching on Sun-
day. For a tri-fold brochure and 
registration details, click here. 
 
On Saturday, June 7, two Angli-
can parishes, St. Stephen's and 
All Saint's in Long Beach, under 
the sponsorship of Western An-
glicans, will host a training day 
called Evangelism 101 with 
Good News Initiative team 
member, Carrie Boren, Mis-
sioner of Evangelism for the 
Diocese of Dallas. For more 

information, contact the Rev. 
Kathleen Adams at deansas-
sist@allsaintslongbeach.org 
 
On Saturday, June 21, St. Ed-
ward's in San Jose will also host 
Carrie Boren for an Evangelism 
101 training day. This event is 
being broadcast live via video-
stream to any location for FREE! 
If you are interested in attending 
or hosting this event in your own 
area via videostream (Pacific 
Standard Time), please email Fr. 
Ed McNeill at  
rector@stedwards.org.  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fstpaulsbakersfield.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fstpaulsbakersfield.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allsaintsbakersfield.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2Fmaps%3Fum%3D1%26ie%3DUTF-8%26q%3DSt.%2BLuke
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2Fmaps%3Fum%3D1%26ie%3DUTF-8%26q%3DSt.%2BLuke
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.anglican-evangelism.org%2Fetc%2Fsof-2008-bakersfield.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allsaintslongbeach.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westernanglicans.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westernanglicans.org%2F
mailto:deansassist@allsaintslongbeach.org
mailto:deansassist@allsaintslongbeach.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stedwards.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=3414040&msgid=4967807&act=QBI1&c=36065&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stedwards.org%2F
mailto:rector@stedwards.org
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Gathering storms over the World could sink our ships unless é 
                The Venerable M. Joe Omeokwe, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus - Mathematics (CUNY), Senior Pastor - The Church in the Vineyard (CANA-Anglican) 

I have been in meditation on 2 Peter 1: 3

-8 for my Easter and Post-Easter reflec-

tion for two weeks when I remembered 

reading Dr. Seuss' "The Lorax" to 

my oldest girl when she was growing 

up. She was mesmerized by one word in 

this story about the environment and the 

end of the economic system as we know 

it.  That one word was "unless."  Please 

take your time and read 2 Peter 1: 3-8 to 

understand that one word 'unless' which 

is the crux of this article to my CANA 

family. 

 

That one word "unless" has everything 

to do with causing us to think critically 

about who we are, the choices we make, 

and the consequences of making the 

wrong choices. So are we living in a 

time where the Lorax might say 

"unless ..."? 

 

We certainly live in a time of great skep-

ticism, even angst, about the future. 

Fierce global competitors seem to be 

eclipsing our once mighty industrial 

economy here in the USA and we all are 

feeling the bite. Things around us are 

now more uncertain than ever.  Global 

warming is a reality that may transform 

our world forever in the not too distant 

future. In the short term, recession is 

either here or ominously close. Stock 

market gyrations rock our confidence in 

steady growth, just as many other un-

knowns call into question our once sure 

belief we will always overcome and win 

as a nation and as individuals.. 

 

It is a time when our assumptions are 

being challenged on every front. It is a 

time when the personal and business 

chaos we face every day bring into bold 

relief what it takes for an individual or 

even an organization to remain sustain-

able and stable. It is a time when our 

faith in ourselves or even in God may be 

shaken, and what we've always believed 

to be true about God and how we do 

business may need to be re-examined. 

 

Unless ... 

 

We know how to deal with a personal or 

business crisis. We know how to handle the 

next 90 days. We know how to make the short

-term sacrifices needed to make our children 

or those around us smile, at least for a while. 

 

This is not intended to sound like Chicken 

Little, but what do we do when that crisis is 

sustained over several years or even longer? 

What if all our assumptions about life - the 

USA economy, the steady growth and con-

stantly improved profits of American corpora-

tions and institutions like our hospitals, Uni-

versities and the general health 

care management system were no longer true? 

What if we were to realize that we are on the 

cusp of a major, long-term, gut-wrenching, 

bottom-falling-out collapse of how we have 

always lived and done business? 

 

Are we ready? If so, we're in a terrific position 

to capitalize on whatever happens in the un-

certain world of the future. If not, we're in 

potentially deep trouble. Unless é 

 

We have a Bible based (positive) set of 

core values that enable us to choose to 

build a future based on hope. 

 

We have the faith and confidence in God 

first and then in ourselves that at least in 

our personal lives we can change the 

Doomsday Clock that's now so close to 

the midnight hour. 

 

We choose to let go of our old ways of 

thinking, suspend disbelief (doubt) and 

open up our minds to new paradigms that 

are God centered and pragmatic. 

 

Bible Based (Positive) Core Values 

 

When our world gets rocked, most of us turn 

to our core values. They are what we believe 

in. They are true over time. They give us sta-

bility in the face of crisis or chaos or worse. 

 

In 2 Peter 1:5-7, we find Values founded on 

the very Word of God that translates as integ-

rity, dignity, hard work, loyalty and respect 

have withstood the test of time. Read the text 

again.  These are positive values that speak to 

the best in us, and if we make choices based 

on these core values, we will see even the 

most challenging of times as opportunities for 

change and transformation, learning and 

growth. They sustain us, define us, and bring 

forth our best. 

 

Faith in God first and then in Ourselves 

Second and others Third  

 

To face the huge challenges our world is now 

confronting may seem overwhelming. But as 

the old saying goes, "when the going gets 

tough, the tough get going." 

 

That means reaching down deep for the confi-

dence that we have always found when times 

seemed their most difficult. In each one of us 

that are filled with the Holy Ghost, there is a 

deep reserve of strength and self-confidence 

that we can call upon to help us make choices 

that can bring about the kinds of change we 

now need. 

 

New Ways of Thinking 

 

I remember when I arrived to Graduate School 

in 1981 and the personal computer was be-

coming a common tool of study and research, 

our paradigm about research and disserta-

tion was deeply challenged and shifted.  The 

way we gathered data, assembled them for 

analysis and presented them was fundamen-

tally challenged. And so is the challenge and 

shift in the present climate, our paradigm 

about how our individual life or corporate 

life should be led and managed, how we 

should relate to a chaotic marketplace, and 

how we value an individual's worth and talent 

is being fundamentally challenged. 

 

We can't drive our car forward successfully by 

gripping the rear-view mirror instead of the 

steering wheel. It's time to open up to new 

ways of thinking, new ways of working and 

new ways of relating to this complex personal 

and business environment. 

 

So, we have a choice. We can go the way of 

the Lorax and Chicken Little, or we can go the 

way of unless ... 

It's up to each and every one of us, every day, 

from now on. And we have all that it takes to 

make it.  I trust the Lord to give an under-

standing heart and mind.  Be well and God 

richly bless you.  
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Editorial: 

 

When I began publishing this 

newsletter it was my intention 

to ñnudgeò our leadership into 

creating an ñofficialò CANA 

publication that would keep our 

clergy and congregations in-

formed of developments within 

the Convocation, and allow 

them to feel sup-

ported.  This did-

nôt happen.   

 

If you want to find 

out what is going on in 

CANA you need to take the 

initiative and access the CANA 

website (http://

www.canaconvocation.org/).  

There you will find messages 

from Bishop Minns, news of 

what is happening around the 

Convocation, and several video 

clips that are well worth view-

ing.   I would recommend that 

you visit this site on a weekly 

basis. 

 

Because there seems to be little 

interest in creating and utilizing an 

ñofficialò newsletter I had in-

tended to cease publication with 

this issue.  It just didnôt seem 

worth the effort to con-

tinue; however, I 

do see one 

area of 

unfin-

ished business.   

 

When the 1st CANA Coun-

cil met in Virginia last December 

we expected to elect members to 

some sort of executive committee 

to guide and administer our af-

fairs.  No action was taken be-

cause we didnôt know one another, 

and any action at that meeting 

would have been foolish.  Well, 

we are a little over four months 

away from gathering in Akron and 

I doubt if we know each other any 

better, and thatôs our fault.  We 

should have been doing something 

about that from day one. 

 

With your support, I will continue 

Annual CANA Council ð August 21-23, 2008 
St. Lukeôs, Akron, Ohio 

to publish this newsletter 

through August.  Over the next 

few months I would like 

to offer this as a vehicle 

for us to learn some-

thing about the people 

you intend to nomi-

nate in Akron.   

 

As a beginning I would like for 

you to send me a photograph 

and an article about your nomi-

nee of 500 words or less.  Since 

I do intend to hold you to only 

500 words you might want to 

include a website or e-mail ad-

dress of your candidate if one is 

available.  Also, please do not 

hesitate to place your own name 

in nomination. 

 

Most of the recipients of this 

newsletter are clergy.  We need 

you to be sure that we have arti-

cles about the lay men and 

women  being nominated. 

 

PS: There are 369 words in this 

article. 

August will b
e the last edition of 

this newsletter. 

http://www.canaconvocation.org/
http://www.canaconvocation.org/

